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Washington -- U.S. Representative John Olver (D-First District)                announced today that the Department of Health and Human Services                has awarded two local agencies over $500,000 for their programs                assisting abused women in transition.&nbsp; The New England Learning                Center for Women in Transition (NELCWIT) of Greenfield and HRA/The                Consortium of Holyoke have earmarked the funds for the Franklin                County Project on Women and Violence.              

Congressman Olver worked closely with representatives from both                NELCWIT and HRA/The Consortium in support of their application to                the US Department of Health and Human Services.              

"This funding will go a long way to help create conditions that                improve the lives of women who have survived domestic violence,"                said Olver. "The project will also foster more collaboration between                agencies and community resources so that we create a Šcircle of                care' to support and assist women and children who are victims of                trauma."              

"The Franklin County Project on Women and Violence will be an effective                support system that will help these women and their children move                beyond their problems and re-enter the local community," remarked                Olver. "We must do everything we can to actively involve local women                in all phases of the project, as well as educate the community about                the long-term effects of domestic abuse on women and children."              

NELCWIT and HRA/The Consortium applied jointly for the federal                grant, which will fund the mental health and anti-abuse project                for two years.&nbsp; The funding will be used for three general                purposes: to strengthen existing interagency collaborations; to                identify gaps in services and supports available to survivors of                trauma and their children; and to narrow these identified gaps and                strengthen the existing services for women and their children.             

                 ###                             

 1 / 1


